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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-21 are pending in this application. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a 
prior Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Naofumi (Pub. 
No.: 2001 -0451 92) and further in view of Fuh et al. (Patent No.: US 6,463,474 B1 ). 

4. As to claim 19, Naofumi discloses a terminal apparatus connected to a scanner in a manner 
permitting communications so as to transmit an operation instruction for causing said scanner to read 
a document image ([0017], lines 2-4), comprising: fingerprint information reading means for reading a 
fingerprint information of an operator ([0019], lines 2-3); fingerprint information storing means for 
temporarily storing the fingerprint information read by said fingerprint information reading means 
([0019], lines 2-5); fingerprint information collating means for collating a fingerprint information 
acquired by said scanner with the fingerprint information read by said fingerprint information reading 
means by means of communications with said scanner ([0028], lines 1-4 and [0017], lines 3-5); and 
operation permitting means for permitting the operation of said scanner in response to the inputted 
operation instruction on the basis of the result of collation in said fingerprint information collating 
means ([0028], lines 1-6). Naofumi is silent on wherein the fingerprint information stored in the 
scanner is deleted upon completion of a reading operation of the document image or when a 
predetermined time has elapsed before the reading operation is completed. However, Fuh 
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discloses wherein the fingerprint information stored in the scanner is deleted upon completion of a 
reading operation of the document image or when a predetermined time has elapsed before the 
reading operation is completed (col. 5, lines 11-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teaching of Naofumi as taught by Fuh in order to free up the 
memory space. 

5. As to claim 20, Naofumi discloses the image processing system wherein said scanner and/or 
said terminal apparatus comprises associated information reading operation of image by said scanner 
is completed or when a predetermined time has elapsed before reading operation of image by said 
scanner completed ([0031]). 

Naofumi is silent on deleting associated information when reading operation completed or 
when a predetermined time has elapsed before reading operation of image completed. However, Fuh 
discloses deleting associated information when reading operation completed or when a 
predetermined time has elapsed before reading operation of image completed (col. 5, lines 1 1-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teaching of Naofumi as taught by Fuh in order to free up the 
memory space. 

6. As to claim 21 , Naofumi discloses the image processing system wherein when a document is 
removed before the reading operation of the image by said scanner is completed, said associated 
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information deleting means does not delete the associated information generated for the removed 
document ([0031], which describes a checking is done whether the transfer of all images was 
completed and if not completed returns to complete the transfer). 

7. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Naofumi in view 
of Takahashi (Pub. No.: US 2001/0016912 A1 ). 

8. As to claim 1, Naofumi discloses an image processing system including: a scanner for reading 
a document image ([0017], line 3); and a terminal apparatus connected to said scanner in a manner 
permitting communications so as to transmit an operation instruction to said scanner ([0017], lines 2- 
4), wherein said scanner comprises: first fingerprint information reading means for reading fingerprint 
information of an operator ([0019], lines 2-3); and first fingerprint information storing means for storing 
temporarily the fingerprint information read by said first fingerprint information reading means ([0019], 
lines 2-5); and fingerprint information collating means for collating the fingerprint information stored in 
said first fingerprint information storing means with the fingerprint information read by said second 
fingerprint information reading means by means of communications between said scanner and said 
terminal apparatus ([0028], lines 1-4 and [0017], lines 3-5); and operation permitting means for 
permitting the operation of said scanner in response to the operation instruction inputted through said 
terminal apparatus on the basis of the result of collation in said fingerprint information collating means 
are provided either in said scanner or in said terminal apparatus, or alternatively any one of said 
fingerprint information collating means and said operation permitting means is provided in said 
scanner ([0028], lines 1-6). 
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Naofumi doesn't explicitly disclose terminal apparatus comprises: second fingerprint 
information reading means for reading second fingerprint information of the operator or a different 
operator; and second fingerprint information storing means for storing temporarily the second 
fingerprint information read by said second fingerprint information reading means; Any one of said 
fingerprint information collating means and said operation permitting means is provided in the 
terminal apparatus. 

However, Takahashi discloses terminal apparatus (FIG. 1) comprises: second fingerprint 
information reading means for reading the fingerprint information of an operator or a different 
operator(FIG. 1 , [0044], lines 8-13); and second fingerprint information storing means for storing 
temporarily the fingerprint information read by said second fingerprint information reading means 
(FIG. 1, [0044], lines 19-23 and [0009], lines 14-15); Any one of said fingerprint information collating 
means and said operation permitting means is provided in the terminal apparatus (FIG. 3, [0045], 
lines 20-27). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Naofumi by including a method for reading fingerprint information by 
terminal apparatus as taught by Takahashi in order to "prevent the loss, stain, and information 
leakage of print results when the operator does not collect the print results immediately (Takahashi, 
[0002], lines 13-18)". Furthermore, one would be motivated to do so in order to maintain the security 
of the transferred data over the communication network, which could be intercepted by any 
unauthorized user to view. 
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Neither Naofumi nor Takahashi explicitly discloses wherein the fingerprint information stored in 
the scanner is deleted upon completion of a reading operation of the document image or when a 
predetermined time has elapsed before the reading operation is completed. However, Fuh discloses 
wherein the fingerprint information stored in the scanner is deleted upon completion of a reading 
operation of the document image or when a predetermined time has elapsed before the reading 
operation is completed (col. 5, lines 1 1-20, Fuh teaches this concept by removing authentication 
information (i.e. fingerprint information) if the inactivity timer expires). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teaching of Naofumi and Takahashi as taught by Fuh in order to 
free up the memory space. 

9. As to claim 16, Naofumi discloses a scanner connected to a terminal apparatus in a manner 
permitting communications so as to receive an operation instruction for reading a document image 
([0017], lines 2-4), comprising: fingerprint information reading means for reading a fingerprint 
information of an operator ([0019], lines 2-3); fingerprint information storing means for temporarily 
storing the fingerprint information read by said fingerprint information reading means ([0019], lines 2- 
5); fingerprint information collating means for collating the fingerprint information read by said 
fingerprint information reading and terminal apparatus by means of communications with said 
terminal apparatus ([0028], lines 1-4 and [0017], lines 3-5); and operation permitting means for 
permitting the operation in response to the operation instruction on the basis of the result of collation 
by said fingerprint information collating means ([0028], lines 1-6). 
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Naofumi doesn't explicitly disclose fingerprint information reading means with fingerprint 
information acquired by the terminal apparatus; Permitting the operation in response to the operation 
instruction inputted through the terminal apparatus. However, Takahashi discloses fingerprint 
information reading means with fingerprint information acquired by the terminal apparatus (FIG. 1, 
[0044], lines 8-13); Permitting the operation in response to the operation instruction inputted through 
the terminal apparatus ([0061], lines 9-13). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Naofumi by including a method for reading fingerprint information by 
terminal apparatus as taught by Takahashi in order to "prevent the loss, stain, and information 
leakage of print results when the operator does not collect the print results immediately (Takahashi, 
[0002], lines 13-18)". Furthermore, one would be motivated to do so in order to maintain the security 
of the transferred data over the communication network, which could be intercepted by any 
unauthorized user to view. 

Neither Naofumi nor Takahashi explicitly discloses wherein the fingerprint information stored in 
the scanner is deleted upon completion of a reading operation of the document image or when a 
predetermined time has elapsed before the reading operation is completed. However, Fuh discloses 
wherein the fingerprint information stored in the scanner is deleted upon completion of a reading 
operation of the document image or when a predetermined time has elapsed before the reading 
operation is completed (col. 5, lines 1 1-20, Fuh teaches this concept by removing authentication 
information (i.e. fingerprint information) if the inactivity timer expires). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teaching of Naofumi and Takahashi as taught by Fuh in order to 
free up the memory space. 

10. As to claim 2, Naofumi discloses wherein when collation by said fingerprint information 
collating means results in a match ([0028], lines 1-4), said operation permitting means permits the 
operation of said scanner ([0028], lines 4-7 and [0029]). Naofumi doesn't explicitly disclose permitting 
the operation in response to the operation instruction inputted through the terminal apparatus. 
However Takahashi discloses permitting the operation in response to the operation instruction 
inputted through the terminal apparatus ([0061], lines 9-13). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Naofumi by including a method for inputting the operation instruction 
through the terminal apparatus as taught by Takahashi in order to "prevent the loss, stain, and 
information leakage of print results when the operator does not collect the print results immediately 
(Takahashi, [0002], lines 13-18)". Furthermore, one would be motivated to do so in order to maintain 
the security of the transferred data over the communication network, which could be intercepted by 
any unauthorized user to view. 

11. As to claims 3 and 8, Naofumi discloses the image processing system wherein said scanner 
comprises: document image reading means for reading document image before receiving said 
operation instruction ([0019], lines 1-2); associated information generating means for generating 
associated information in which the document image information read by said document image 
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reading means ([0019], 1-2) and the fingerprint information read by said first fingerprint information 
reading means are associated with each other ([0019], lines 1-4); and associated information storing 
means connected to said scanner in a manner permitting communications so as to store the 
associated information generated by said associated information generating means is further included 
([0020], [0021] and [0019], lines 2-4). 

12. As to claims 4 and 9, Naofumi discloses the image processing system wherein a server 
provided with said associated information storing means is connected to said scanner ([0008], lines 2- 
4 and [0033], lines 5-7) and said terminal apparatus in a manner permitting communications ([0021]). 

13. As to claims 5, 10 and 13, Naofumi discloses the image processing system wherein either said 
scanner or said terminal apparatus comprises: associated fingerprint information collating means for 
collating the fingerprint information stored in said first fingerprint information storing means with the 
fingerprint information contained in said associated information of the past time ([0022], lines 1-5); 
and operation inhibiting means for inhibiting the operation of said scanner when the collation by said 
associated image information collating means matches and the collation by said associated 
fingerprint information collating means does not match ([0028], lines 1-6). 

Naofumi doesn't explicitly disclose associated image information collating means for collating 
the document image information read by said document image reading means with the image 
information contained in said associated information of a past time. However, Takahashi discloses 
associated image information collating means for collating the document image information read by 
said document image reading means with the image information contained in said associated 
information of a past time (FIG. 3, step B5, [0049], lines 10-14). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify Naofumi by including a method for associating document image 
information of a past time as taught by Takahashi in order to "prevent the loss, stain, and information 
leakage of print results when the operator does not collect the print results immediately (Takahashi, 
[0002], lines 13-18)". Furthermore, one would be motivated to do so in order to maintain the security 
of the transferred data over the communication network, which could be intercepted by any 
unauthorized user to view. 

14. As to claims 6, 11, 14, and 17, Naofumi discloses the image processing system wherein said 
scanner and/or said terminal apparatus comprises associated information reading operation of image 
by said scanner is completed or when a predetermined time has elapsed before reading operation of 
image by said scanner completed ([0031]). 

Neither Naofumi nor Takahashi explicitly discloses deleting associated information when 
reading operation completed or when a predetermined time has elapsed before reading operation of 
image completed. However, Fuh discloses deleting associated information when reading operation 
completed or when a predetermined time has elapsed before reading operation of image completed 
(col. 5, lines 1 1-20, Fuh teaches this concept by removing authentication information (i.e. fingerprint 
information) if the inactivity timer expires). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the teaching of Naofumi and Takahashi as taught by Fuh in order to 
free up the memory space. 
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15. As to claims 7, 12, 15 and 18, Naofumi discloses the image processing system wherein when 
a document is removed before the reading operation of the image by said scanner is completed, said 
associated information deleting means does not delete the associated information generated for the 
removed document ([0031], which describes a checking is done whether the transfer of all images 
was completed and if not completed returns to complete the transfer). 

16. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the references as 
applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations are 
representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim, other passages and figures may be applied as well. It is respectfully requested from 
the applicant, in preparing the responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially 
teaching all or part of the claimed invention as well as the context of the passage as taught by the 
prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

Response to Arguments 

17. Applicant's arguments filed 05/20/2008 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that: "Fuh reference does not address the deletion of fingerprint information 
stored in a scanner and/or a terminal apparatus, as recited in the independent claims 1,16 and 1 9." 

Examiner maintains that: Fuh teaches this concept by removing authentication information if 
the inactivity timer expires (col. 5, lines 1 1 -20, Fuh discloses an authentication timer for the 
authorization information and the timer expire when there is no communications between the client 
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and network resources for a period of time. If the timer expires, the temporary entries are deleted). 
Applicant should note that Fuh is a secondary art and cited only to resolve the deficiency of Naofumi. 
Naofumi discloses fingerprint information reading means for reading a fingerprint information of an 
operator ([0019], lines 2-3); fingerprint information storing means for temporarily storing the fingerprint 
information read by said fingerprint information reading means ([0019], lines 2-5). Naofumi is silent on 
wherein the fingerprint information_stored in the scanner is deleted upon completion of a reading 
operation of the document image or when a predetermined time has elapsed before the reading 
operation is completed. Fuh is analogous art and solves the deficiency of Naofumi by deleting 
information when a predetermined time has elapsed, hence when inactivity timer expires. 

Applicant argues that: "Further, in Fuh, after the completion of an authentication procedure, 
authorization information and a user profile are not removed, but still remain in the client host 306 and 
the database 220, respectively. Therefore, unlike the Applicant's claimed invention, the authentication 
information in Fuh remains stored after a session is completed." 

In response to Applicant's argument, Examiner maintains that Fuh reference is sufficient 
enough to overcome the claimed limitation. Independent claims 1,16 and 19 recites, "wherein the 
fingerprint information stored in the scanner is deleted upon completion of a reading operation of 
the document image or when a predetermined time has elapsed before the reading operation is 
completed." Someone with ordinary skill in the art would interpret that the information is deleted 
either when reading operation is complete or when a predetermined time has elapsed before the 
reading operation is completed. Hence, Fuh teaches the claimed limitation by removing 
authentication information if the inactivity timer expires (e.g. see, col. 5, and lines 1 1-20). 
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Conclusion 

18. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing 
date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the 
mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire 
later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to SUMAN DEBNATH whose telephone number is (571)270-1256. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8 am to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Kim Y. Vu can be reached on 571 272-3859. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800- 
786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IS. D.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2135 
/KimYen Vu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2135 



